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Oman: Karnik Discusses Biz Investment Potential in K'taka with NRIs

Pics: Clarence Pinto
By Our Correspondent
Daijiworld Media Network - Oman

Oman,  Nov  13:  Captain  Ganesh  Karnik,  deputy  chairman  of  the  government-appointed  NRI  Forum
Karnataka, who was on a vist to Oman from Tuesday Novmber 9 to Friday November 12, gave a clarion call
to people from Karnataka and others to invest in the state and reap good dividends.

Besides the ISC Karnataka Wing Rajyotsava celebrations and the function held privately by Dr C K Anchan
and Ashok Suvarna at Al Falaj Hotel, Capt Ganesh Karnik was engaged in a series of meetings with the key
members of the recently-formed Karnataka Business Forum-Muscat (KBF).
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According  to Aftab  H  Kola,  a  key  member  of  the  KBF-Oman,  Capt  Karnik  was  so positive  with  the
establishment of the KBF that he offered full support.

Says Aftab Kola, ‘the Karnataka Business Forum-Muscat, under the patronage Embassy of India, will be
the premier business forum representing people from different walks of life. Very soon, it will be launched
formally.’

The key members include Aftab H Kola, G V Ramakrishna, S V R Kamath,  R Vijay Kumar and N Shankar.

Congratulating  the Karnataka community  based  in  Oman for  taking  the initiative  for  establishing  the
Karnataka Business Forum-Muscat, Capt Karnik said that it will take cognisance of the huge potential of
Karnataka NRIs who are keen to participate in any initiative that could lead to the betterment of their
compatriots back home and promote economic activity among members and promote entrepreneurship
skills among the youth.

At a luncheon meeting held by the Karnataka Business Forum-Muscat Capt Karnik said, ‘This is the sort of
forum the government is looking for. We will offer our full support to the Karnataka Business Forum and
we hope to work together to bring in more investments for projects and this will be an ideal platform for
networking  among  Karnataka  people  based  in  Oman  and  subsequently  connected  to  the  Karnataka
worldwide diaspora.’
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Core sectors for investment

He added that core sectors which the government is looking for are in
information technology, tourism, infrastructure (growth engine), power, gems and jewellery, readymade
garments and textiles, etc.’

Elaborating further, he said that the Karnataka government is envisaging 6000 MW of power in the next 6
years. He said that the State has embarked on an expansion process of tourism sector through public-
private partnership mode and has signed projects with a total outlay of Rs 3,000 crore during the recently
concluded Investors Summit in Bangalore. They are being offered investment subsidy of up to 35 per cent
as per the tourism policy valid till 2014.’

Karnik further said that with regard to garments, ‘We have the best brands of the world in and around
Bangalore. This can provide employment opportunities besides bringing all-round economic prosperity to
the state and the country.'

NRIs concern

In  a  determined  bid  to address  the  issue  of  labour-class  migrants  to GCC  countries,  the  Karnataka
government has set up Migration Facilitation Centres. Says Karnik, "A large section of NRIs who carry the
dream of going abroad are not well-prepared and stand a chance for exploitation and the kind of jobs they
are assured are not meant for them. So, the Migration Facilitation Centres will provide training to empower
them for the job they would take up in the Gulf countries. This orientation programme will expose them to
visa regulations, contracts, do’s and dont’s of the countries they would taking up jobs, exposing them to
culture and traditions of that country, etc."

Karnik said that these centres, to be established soon, will be working in Bangalore, Mangalore and Hubli.

Comments on this article

Shrinath Shet, Udupi-Oman Sunday, November 14, 2010

Dear Sri SVR Kamath Sir, its nice to know that you have formed Karnataka Business forum of Oman. But
many of the Kannadigas in Oman were not aware of this event.

Comment on this message

S.V.R KAMATH, Muscat, Oman ( originally Shimoga) Sunday, November 14, 2010

I am one of the first few members of the newly formed Karnataka Business forum of Oman, a non profit
oriented set up . This has been established to serve Karnataka by helping to get business/education/tourism
establishments etc from and to Karnataka/Oman.
We found Capt Karnik quite an impressive , sincere guy unlike other politicians. He seem to have vision ,
plan , focus typical of any of our ex military people.

We hope he continues setting up the Govt sponsonsered NRI forum. We NRIs in Gulf require a focal point in
the government to fulfil our business/education and other needs. Let us all hope best of luck to capt. karnik
and hope he continues in spite of any changes in Government in future. We as Gulf NRI want to help our
Karnataka and its people in Gulf in what ever possible way and that is why the Karnataka business Forum in
Oman has been formed. What ever we are today , is due to the education, culture imbibed by our Karnataka
state  and  we want  to return  it  back  in  whatever small  way  possible  way.Towards  that  NRI  forum  of
Karnataka can help. From the way we interacted, Capt. Karnik looks absolutely sincere( unlike some dirty
politicians, whom i hate, because they have spoiled an excellent image of Karnataka and its nice people).
Just to clarify , I did not know Capt. Karnik earlier and hence this opinion is unbiased.
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satish rao m, Puttur/Pune Saturday, November 13, 2010

Comments should be constructive ones.Mud slinging is not good journalism.Most of the people are going
abroad under compulsion.Since 1947,how many of these who have gone abroad have really become good
entrepreneurs and contributed for the development of this state and generated employment in the real
sense.Canara people are not like Gujarathis,except in setting up hotels where most of the transactions in
cash
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thomasaquin, mangalore Saturday, November 13, 2010

GUYS...If you have the money, you are better off keeping it to yourself, than investing in Karnataka. There is
no politician  who can  offer  you  so much, as  to fill  potholes  on  the  road.  It  cannot  be done,  without
corruption. So avoid. better do a deal with Narendra Modi. Tatas did it the hard way.
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MakMon, Mangalore Saturday, November 13, 2010
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Aaya Raam Gaya Raam. These Sort Of Govt Chamchas Come When They Are In Power And Take Advantage
Of Their Post & Power By Fooling The NRI's(Not Required in India),May Be Now Required in India(NRI)By
Their False Promise Of False Prestige & They Vanish. Dear NRI Brothers Whoever Comes, It Is Your Hard
Earned Money, For Which You Have To Think Twice Before Planning To Invest. Hence Don't Depend On The
Illusions Created By These Politically, Biased Thugs & Pls Dont Day Dream. As Patriotic Citizens Of Great
Nation, It Is The NRI's Who Play The Key Role In Foreign Exchange Reserves Of India, But Not These Sort Of
Fox's Or Jackals. It Is Not A Statement On The Individual, But It Is The Fact, Which All The NRI's Shouild
Know. Think Twice Before You INK?
Jai..Ho..NRI's...Jai Ho Karnataka..
Long Live India & Indians.
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